
HENRY COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
MINUTES 

 
April 20, 2009 – 7:00 pm 

 
 

 The Henry County Board of Supervisors held a meeting on April 
20, 2009, at 7:00 pm in the Board Meeting Room of the County 
Administration Building, King’s Mountain Road, Collinsville, Virginia.  
The purpose of the meeting was to hold public hearings on the FY ’09-
’10 School Budget and Total County Budget.  The following Board 
members were present: Chairman Debra Buchanan, Vice Chairman H. 
G. Vaughn, Jim Adams, Paula Burnette, Jim McMillian and Tommy 
Slaughter. 
  
 Staff members present were Benny Summerlin, County 
Administrator; Tim Hall, Deputy County Administrator; George Lyle, 
County Attorney; Susan Biege, Administrative Assistant; Jimmie 
Wright, Director of Finance; Darrell Jones, Deputy Director of Finance; 
and Susan Reynolds, Human Resources/Public Information Director. 
 
 Mickey Powell of the Martinsville Bulletin was present. 
 
 Tommy Slaughter gave the invocation and Jim Adams led in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Chairman Buchanan welcomed everyone present and stated there 
are two public hearings scheduled.  The first public hearing is on the FY 
’09-‘10 School Budget and following is the public hearing on the FY ’09-
’10 Total County Budget.  She stated if anyone wishes to address the 
Board to come to the podium, state your name and the district in which 
you live.  She stated those who wish to speak will agree to exhibit 
respect to the Board and they would receive the same level of respect 
and to keep comments three to five minutes. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED FY ’09 SCHOOL BUDGET: 
 

Mrs. Buchanan opened the public hearing at 7:02 pm.  The 
following persons spoke:  
 



• Dorothy Carter, President of the Education Association, 
thanked the Board for its past funding to the School Board 
and requested full funding for FY ’09-’10. 

• Kathy Rogers, Chairman, School Board-Collinsville District, 
thanked the Board for its funding to the School Board.  She 
stated it’s a fair budget and the School Board looks forward 
to working with the Board of Supervisors to make the schools 
the best they can be. 

 
There being no one else who wished to speak the public hearing 

was closed at 7:04 pm. Mrs. Buchanan recognized five members of the 
School Board in attendance and congratulated the School Board on the 
hiring of its new School Superintendent. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED FY ’09-‘10 TOTAL COUNTY 
BUDGET: 
 
 The public hearing was opened at 7:05 pm. 
 
 The following persons spoke: 
 

• Mr. Michael Mason of the Horsepasture District stated there 
are very few young farmers who are farming anymore and 
when they’re gone he didn’t know how people are going to get 
food. He stated with the recent drought and farming expenses 
going up and the price of cattle going down, holding the land 
use rates will help the few young farmers remaining. 

• Mr. Barry Cox of the Horsepasture District stated the 
proposed land use rate is just another nail in a farmer’s 
coffin.  He stated he also leases farm land and most owners 
base their leases on property taxes.   He stated farmers could 
not afford higher assessments due to higher expenses for 
cattle feed, fertilizer, fuel and other farming supplies while 
the costs of cattle is down.  Young people can hardly afford to 
live in Henry County, let alone farm. 

• Mr. Curtis Nolan of Anchor Residential and Family Services 
came before the Board to request the five percent reduction 
($3,667) in Anchor’s funding contribution from Henry County 
be restored.  He stated to compensate for the cut Anchor 
would have to raise its cost for electronic monitoring of 



juvenile offenders from $10 a day to $13.  He stated Anchor 
has not asked the County for an increase in over 10 years 
and feels the funding should be restored. 

• Kathy Byrd, a first grade teacher at Carver Elementary also 
thanked the Board for its continued support of the schools 
and requested full funding to the School Board. 

• Darryl Holland of the Horsepasture District and an 
agricultural teacher at Magna Vista stated the average age of 
farmers is approximately 58 years and many owners of 
farmland is approaching retirement age or older and on fixed 
incomes. 

• Chris Cousins on behalf of Southside Business Technology 
Center thanked the Board for its continued funding to the 
agency. 

 
There being no further comments the public hearing was closed at 

7:20 pm. 
 

CONSIDERATION OF ANY PROPOSED BUDGET CHANGES BEFORE 
EXHIBITS ARE FINALIZED FOR BUDGET ADOPTION: 
 

Mr. Slaughter stated there has not been a change on the land use 
values since 1981, and doubling the taxes bothers him because there 
are people making a living at farming.  He stated he would like to see 
the proposal adjusted or done away with. 

 
Mr. Vaughn stated the Commissioner of Revenue controls this and 

he also agreed with Mr. Slaughter that the rates stay the same.  He 
stated the economy has been hitting farmers hard long before everyone 
else. 

 
Mrs. Burnette stated she agreed with Mr. Slaughter; however, 

maybe staff could take one line item on each page of the budget and 
reduce it to make up that difference.   

 
Mrs. Buchanan stated that growing up in a rural area she fully 

understood what farmers are going through. 
 

Mr. Summerlin noted that land use values can only be changed 
during the year of property assessments which would be every four 
years. 



 
 
 
Mr. Adams moved that the Board keep the current land use values 

as they are and take the $24,867 out of this year’s Contingency Fund, 
second by Mr. Vaughn.  The motion carried 5 to 1.  Mrs. Burnette voted 
in opposition. 

 
Mrs. Burnette expressed her concern on how the County would 

replace the extra revenue that higher assessments would generate over 
the next three years. 
 
CLOSED MEETING: 
 
 On a motion by Mrs. Burnette at 7:30 pm the Board entered into a 
closed meeting to discuss the following, second by Mr. Slaughter and 
unanimously carried. 
 

1) Section 2.2-3711(A)3 Acquisition/Disposal/Use of Real Estate. 
2) Section 2.2-3711(A)5 Discussion of As-Yet Unannounced 

Industry. 
 
The Board returned to an open meeting at 7:55 pm on a motion by 

Mr. Adams, second by Mr. Slaughter and unanimously carried. 
 

CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED MEETING: 
 
Mr. Hall read the Certification of the Closed Meeting and took a 

roll call vote affirming that the Board only discussed public business 
matters lawfully exempted and identified in the motion to enter closed 
session.  Those voting in the affirmative were Mr. Slaughter, Mr. 
McMillian, Mrs. Burnette, Mrs. Buchanan, Mr. Vaughn and Mr. Adams. 

 
 There being no further business to discuss Mr. Adams moved at 
7:57 pm to continue its meeting to April 22, 2009, at 3:30 pm, second 
by Mr. Slaughter and unanimously carried. 
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