
HENRY COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
MINUTES 

 
March 27, 2012 – 3:00 pm 

 
The Henry County Board of Supervisors held its regular meeting on March 27, 

2012, at 3:00 pm in the Board Meeting Room of the County Administration Building, 
King’s Mountain Road, Collinsville, Virginia.  The following Board members were 
present: Chairman Jim Adams, Vice-Chairman Tommy Slaughter, Debra Buchanan, 
H.G. Vaughn, Milton Kendall, and Joe Bryant.  

Staff members present were Tim Hall, Deputy County Administrator; Darrell 
Jones, Director of Finance; Richard Stanfield, Deputy Director of Finance; Michelle Via, 
Administrative Assistant; and Susan Reynolds, Director of Human Resources. Benny 
Summerlin, County Administrator, arrived at 5:24 pm; George Lyle, County Attorney, 
was absent. 
  Sheriff Lane Perry and Lt. Eric Hairston of the Sheriff’s Office were present. Also 
present were Debbie Hall and Paul Collins of the Martinsville Bulletin, Ron Morris of 
B99, and Kip Wallace and Charles Roark of BTW.  

 

 
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

Mr. Adams gave the invocation and Mr. Slaughter led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 

Chairman Adams called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone present. 
He stated that anyone who wishes to be on the Agenda for the Board’s regular business 
meeting held at 3:00 pm must contact the County Administrator’s Office seven days 
prior to a scheduled meeting. Those wishing to speak at the Board’s public meeting 
starting at 6:00 pm may do so under Agenda Item - Matters Presented by the Public

  

 
without contacting the County Administrator’s Office. 

 
ITEMS OF CONSENT: 

(Copy included in Board’s File). 
Confirmation of Minutes of Meetings 

 
 February 28, 2012 
 March 5, 2012 

 

(Copy included in Board’s File). 
Approval of Accounts Payable 

 

(Copy included in Board’s File) 

Proclamation Establishing April 2012 as “Fair Housing Month” in Henry 
County 



Ms. Buchanan noted one correction in the “Call to Order,” change “she” to “he” 
and moved that the Items of Consent be adopted as presented, seconded by Mr. 
Slaughter. The motion carried 6 to 0. 
 

Mr. Kendall read the proclamation aloud and moved that the Board adopt it as 
presented, seconded by Mr. Bryant and unanimously carried. Ralph Lawson and 
several members of the Martinsville-Henry County Exchange Club were present to 
accept the proclamation.  

PROCLAMATION ESTABLISHING APRIL 2012 AS “CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION 
MONTH” IN HENRY COUNTY 

 

Ms. Buchanan read the proclamation aloud and moved that the Board adopt it as 
presented, seconded by Mr. Slaughter and carried 6 to 0. Sandy Dawson, Sexual 
Violence Case Manager for Citizens Against Family Violence was present to accept the 
proclamation. 

PROCLAMATION ESTABLISHING APRIL 2012 AS “SEXUAL ASSAULT 
AWARENESS MONTH” IN HENRY COUNTY 

 

Mr. Hall said the Henry County Electoral Board is seeking to move three voting 
precincts, one of which was not included in the working papers. It is requesting that the 
Ridgeway #1 precinct currently located on the second floor of a building be moved to 
the first floor of the same building for better access. The Electoral Board also wants to 
move the Bassett #1 precinct from the back area of its current building to the front area 
of the same building, also for better access. In addition, the Electoral Board would like 
to move the polling place for the Horsepasture #1 precinct from the Horsepasture Fire 
Department to the Horsepasture Fire Department Recreation Building. Mr. Hall said 
changes affecting the Henry County Code of Ordinances require a public hearing and 
changes affecting voting procedures must receive pre-clearance from the Department of 
Justice as well. 

REQUEST FROM HENRY COUNTY ELECTORAL BOARD REGARDING PRECINCT 
CHANGES 

Mr. Vaughn moved that the Board set a public hearing for the April 24 meeting, 
seconded by Mr. Bryant and unanimously carried. 
 

Mr. Vaughn requested that this item be placed on the agenda each month given 
the litter problems in Henry County.  After receiving information from staff on the use of 
surveillance cameras, Mr. Vaughn asked if the Sheriff’s Office has enough cameras to 
address problem areas.  

DISCUSSION OF LITTER ISSUES IN HENRY COUNTY 

Sheriff Perry said after speaking with law enforcement officials statewide, several 
jurisdictions are using cameras with some success. Sheriff Perry said he would need 
some latitude to purchase additional cameras. Sheriff Perry said most localities are 
using portable game cameras which are fairly inexpensive and easy to use, estimated 
to cost $200 and include a battery pack that will last several days. Sheriff Perry 
explained that the cameras are not capable of reading tag numbers of moving vehicles 



and the camera must be well hidden to avoid theft. Sheriff Perry said they would have to 
obtain landowner permission before installing a camera on private property.  

In addition, Sheriff Perry said some localities had a code pertaining to covered 
truck beds that had been successful. Mr. Bryant said that it was his understanding from 
a memo from the county attorney that we could not require truck beds to be covered. 
Mr. Hall explained that the County cannot adopt an ordinance that supersedes or is 
more stringent than state code; however, cities do have that authority. 

Mr. Vaughn asked the Sheriff if the County had a program whereby witnesses 
reported violators, if the witness would be required to testify in court or if a sworn 
affidavit would be accepted. Sheriff Perry said that would really be at the discretion of 
the judge but most likely the person would have to appear in court to give sworn 
testimony as to what they observed. 

Mr. Vaughn requested that staff coordinate with VDOT as to the feasibility and 
cost of placing signs at the County entrance corridors stating “Litter Laws Enforced by 
Surveillance, Violators Will Be Prosecuted.” 

Mr. Vaughn made a motion that the Board appropriate up to $5,000 from the 
Contingency Fund for the Sheriff’s Office to purchase surveillance cameras, seconded 
by Ms. Buchanan and carried 6 to 0. The Board directed Sheriff Perry to work with Mike 
Amos to determine where to strategically place the cameras. 

Also, Mr. Hall said at the suggestion of Mike Amos, art students in county 
schools will work on an anti-littering logo that will be displayed on a new refuse truck the 
County plans to buy. 
 

Mr. Scott Grindstaff reviewed the monthly reports on delinquent tax collection 
efforts. Mr. Grindstaff noted that 90.26% of 2011 personal property taxes have been 
collected; 90.39% of 2011 real estate taxes; and since the first of January, TACS has 
collected approximately $83,764. In addition, Mr. Grindstaff said there are 211 in-house 
accounts and 123 VRW stops collected as of today for the month of March. 

REPORT ON DELINQUENT TAX COLLECTION EFFORTS 

Mr. Grindstaff reported on the difference in DMV records and County records. Mr. 
Grindstaff said DMV records show 62,380 registered vehicles in Henry County; of those, 
9,905 are trailers which are not required to have decals, leaving a difference of 52,000 
vehicles. Mr. Grindstaff said his office averages 3,000 to 5,000 abatements each year. 

Mr. Grindstaff added that the current process for decals is very cumbersome for 
his office which has three fewer employees than it did several years ago. Mr. Grindstaff 
suggested billing for decals at the same time as personal property with both being due 
by December 5; then, receipts for taxes paid and decals could be mailed together in 
January. Currently, notices related to taxes and decals are sent at separate times.  
 

Mr. Mark Heath, President of the Martinsville-Henry County Economic 
Development Corporation, was present to make the monthly update to the Board. Mr. 
Heath reviewed a summary of activities by division (Copy included in Board’s File). Mr. 
Heath said the EDC is working with a total of 25 projects, including 14 active projects.  

MONTHLY UPDATE FROM THE MARTINSVILLE-HENRY COUNTY ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

 



 

Mr. Hall said Dr. Jared Cotton is requesting permission for the School Board to 
retain $1,587,028 in carry-over funds from the FY 2011 budget. Dr. Cotton indicates that 
the School Board would use the funds primarily for maintenance and operational 
projects. 

REQUEST TO RETAIN FY 2011 CARRY-OVER FUNDS – SCHOOL BOARD 

Mr. Vaughn moved that the Board table the School Board’s request for carry-over 
funds until a final FY 2012-2013 County Budget is composed, seconded by Mr. 
Slaughter and unanimously carried.  
 

Mr. Hall said the low bid of $39,550 was received from DeBord Sealing and 
Striping of Sparta, NC for the re-sealing and re-striping of parking lots at the County 
Administration Building, Sheriff’s Office, Courthouse, Jack Dalton Park, and the Patriot 
Centre fire station.  

AWARD OF CONTRACT RE: RESEALING AND RESTRIPING OF COUNTY 
PARKING LOTS 

Mr. Bryant moved that the Board award the contract to DeBord Sealing and 
Striping in the amount of $39,550, seconded by Mr. Kendall and carried 6 to 0. 
 

Mr. Hall said Wes Ashley, Director of the Martinsville-Henry County 9-1-1 
Communications Center, is asking the Board to award a contract not to exceed 
$102,797.53 to APCO International for software, training and support for implementation 
of Emergency Medical Dispatch. Mr. Hall said the funds have been secured from the 
Rescue Squad Assistance Fund as well as local matches from Henry County and the 
City of Martinsville.  

AWARD OF CONTRACT RE: EMERGENCY MEDICAL DISPATCH PROGRAM – 9-1-
1 COMMUNICATIONS CENTER 

Mr. Kendall moved that the Board award a contract not to exceed $102,797.53 to 
APCO International as requested, seconded by Mr. Slaughter and unanimously carried. 
 

Mr. Hall said Dr. Cotton is requesting the Board’s approval of an additional 
appropriation of $28,968.22 for the Education Jobs Fund. The money was received as a 
supplemental grant from the United States Department of Education and must be used 
for compensation and benefits. 

ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION RE: FEDERAL EDUCATION JOBS FUND – 
SCHOOL BOARD 

Ms. Buchanan made a motion that the Board approve the additional 
appropriation as requested, seconded by Mr. Vaughn and carried 6 to 0. 
 

Mr. Hall said Director of Public Safety Dale Wagoner is asking the Board to make 
an additional appropriation of $3,286.04 from the Virginia Office of Emergency 
Management Services and others for the reimbursement of expenses from programs 
previously conducted by the Department of Public Safety. There is no local match 
required.  

ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION RE: EMS TRAINING FUNDS – PUBLIC SAFETY 



Mr. Bryant moved that the Board approve the additional appropriation as 
requested, seconded by Mr. Kendall and unanimously carried. 
 

Mr. Hall said Commonwealth’s Attorney Bob Bushnell is asking the Board to 
approve an additional appropriation of $1,295 from the Asset Forfeiture line item to the 
Travel Expenses line item. 

ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION RE: ASSET FORFEITURE FUNDS – 
COMMONWEALTH’S ATTORNEY’S OFFICE 

Mr. Vaughn moved that the Board approve the additional appropriation as 
requested, seconded by Mr. Kendall and carried 6 to 0. 
 

 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

 
 Mr. Vaughn said he attended an event with Ryan Newman on March 14 at the 
Martinsville Speedway. In addition, Mr. Vaughn reminded the Board that Gary Sinese 
and his Lt. Dan Band will hold a benefit concert for Cpl. J.B. Kearns on Saturday, March 
31 at Martinsville High School and encouraged everyone to attend.  

Comments from the Board 

Also, Mr. Vaughn said that he had received a request from a constituent asking 
the County to establish a bee apiary. Mr. Vaughn said he forwarded that request to Mr. 
Summerlin who has asked the Virginia Cooperative Extension to provide more 
information. Mr. Vaughn said the Southwest Virginia Beekeepers Association has 
circulated a petition requesting the same. 
 

 
CLOSED MEETING 

 Mr. Slaughter moved that the Board go into a closed meeting at 4:20 p.m., 
seconded by Ms. Buchanan and unanimously carried to discuss the following. 
 

1) §2.2-3711(A)1 for Discussion of Appointee to the Henry-Martinsville Social 
Services Board.  
 

2) §2.2-3711(A)7 for Consultation with the County Attorney re: Pending Legal 
Matters. 

 
3) §2.2-3711(A)3 for Consultation with the County Attorney re: 

Acquisition/Disposal of Real Estate. 
 
4) §2.2-3711(A)5 for Consultation with the County Attorney re: Discussion of 

As-Yet Unannounced Industries. 
 

 
OPEN MEETING: 

 The Board returned to an open meeting at 5:24 p.m. on a motion by Ms. 
Buchanan, seconded by Mr. Kendall and unanimously carried. 
  



 
CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED MEETING: 

Mr. Hall read the Certification of the Closed Meeting and took a roll call vote.   
Those voting in the affirmative were Mr. Vaughn, Mr. Bryant, Mr. Kendall, Ms. 
Buchanan, Mr. Slaughter, and Mr. Adams. 
 
 There was no action taken during closed meeting. 

 
Mr. Adams recessed at 5:25 p.m. until the 6:00 evening meeting. 
 
Mr. Adams called the meeting back to order at 6:00 p.m. and welcomed 

everyone present. 
 

 
MATTERS PRESENTED BY THE PUBLIC  

 There was no one present who wished to speak. 
 

Mr. Adams said VDOT and the Board are holding a joint public hearing to review 
and discuss the Six-Year Secondary Road Plan from 6:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. in meeting 
room #1 (right side).  Ms. Lisa Hughes will prepare minutes of the hearing, make any 
recommended changes to the list of projects, and submit the revised document to the 
Board for approval at its April 24 meeting.  

PUBLIC HEARING – SIX-YEAR SECONDARY ROAD PLAN, OPEN FORMAT, 6 P.M. 
TO 6:30 P.M. (MEETING ROOM #1 – RIGHT SIDE) 

 

Members of the robotics team from the Piedmont Governor’s School for 
Mathematics, Science and Technology recently captured first place in the 2012 FIRST 
Robotics Competition Virginia Regional and are now eligible to compete in the national 
championships in St. Louis, MO. 

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION REGARDING PIEDMONT GOVERNOR’S 
SCHOOL ROBOTICS TEAM 

 Mr. Slaughter read the resolution aloud and moved that the Board adopt it as 
presented, seconded by Ms. Buchanan and unanimously carried. Members of the 
robotics team were present to accept the resolution. Mr. Brian Pace, director of the 
Governor’s School thanked the Board for its support. 
 

Board President Jim Beckner of the Boys and Girls Club of the Blue Ridge was 
present to thank the Board for its support and provide an update on activities. Also 
speaking were Board member/parent Will Koger, Club member R.J. Williams, and 
Michael Waddell, development officer of the Boys and Girls Club. 

PRESENTATION FROM REPRESENTATIVES OF THE BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB OF 
THE BLUE RIDGE 

 

Ms. Lisa Hughes, Residency Administrator for the Virginia Department of 
Transportation, was present to update the Board on General Highway Matters.  

GENERAL HIGHWAY MATTERS 



Ms. Hughes said the Six-Year Improvement Program public hearing for primary 
and interstate roads is scheduled for April 24 at Northside High School in Roanoke. 
Comments may be emailed if you are unable to attend. Mr. Summerlin said West 
Piedmont is consolidating all of the regional comments for submission. 

Ms. Hughes distributed a revised Secondary Roads Six-Year Plan and requested 
that the Board review it and decide if the projects listed are still priorities. Ms. Hughes 
said the Preston and Irisburg Road projects are both fully funded and will be completed 
in the next two years. Ms. Hughes said the money allocated to remaining projects 
however is not enough to complete any one of them except possibly the Fieldale Bridge. 
Mr. Summerlin asked Ms. Hughes if she had reviewed the cost for improvements on 
Barrows Mill Road at the Patriot Centre. Ms. Hughes said she would report back next 
month. Mr. Summerlin urged the Board to consider adding Barrows Mill Road to the Six-
Year Plan for economic development purposes. 

There being no further business to discuss, Ms. Buchanan moved at 6:33 pm to 
continue the meeting until April 3, 2012 at 5 pm, seconded by Mr. Kendall and carried 6 
to 0.  


