
HENRY COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
MINUTES 

 
April 24, 2012 – 3:00 pm 

 
The Henry County Board of Supervisors held its regular meeting on April 24, 

2012, at 3:00 pm in the Board Meeting Room of the County Administration Building, 
King’s Mountain Road, Collinsville, Virginia.  The following Board members were 
present: Chairman Jim Adams, Vice-Chairman Tommy Slaughter, Debra Buchanan, 
H.G. Vaughn, Milton Kendall, and Joe Bryant.  

Staff members present were Benny Summerlin, County Administrator; Tim Hall, 
Deputy County Administrator; George Lyle, County Attorney; Darrell Jones, Director of 
Finance; Richard Stanfield, Deputy Director of Finance; Michelle Via, Administrative 
Assistant; and Susan Reynolds, Director of Human Resources.  
  Lt. Eric Hairston and Deputy Mike Hooper of the Sheriff’s Office were present. 
Also present were Debbie Hall and Paul Collins of the Martinsville Bulletin, Ron Morris 
of B99, and Kip Wallace of WBTW.  

 

 
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

Mr. Vaughn gave the invocation and Mr. Bryant led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 

Chairman Adams called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone present. 
He stated that anyone who wishes to be on the Agenda for the Board’s regular business 
meeting held at 3:00 pm must contact the County Administrator’s Office seven days 
prior to a scheduled meeting. Those wishing to speak at the Board’s public meeting 
starting at 6:00 pm may do so under Agenda Item - Matters Presented by the Public

  

 
without contacting the County Administrator’s Office. 

 
ITEMS OF CONSENT: 

(Copy included in Board’s File). 
Confirmation of Minutes of Meetings 

 
 March 27, 2012 
 April 3, 2012 
 April 5, 2012 
 April 16, 2012 

 

(Copy included in Board’s File). 
Approval of Accounts Payable 

 
 



(Copy included in Board’s File) 

Consideration of Resolution Establishing May 4, 2012 as “Fire and Rescue 
Volunteer Appreciation Day” in Henry County 

 
Ms. Buchanan moved that the Items of Consent be adopted as presented, 

seconded by Mr. Slaughter. The motion carried 6 to 0. 
 

 

PROCLAMATION ESTABLISHING MAY 15, 2012 AS “NATIONAL POLICE 
OFFICERS MEMORIAL DAY” IN HENRY COUNTY 

Mr. Slaughter read aloud a proclamation establishing May 15, 2012 as “National 
Police Officers Memorial Day” in Henry County and moved that the Board adopt it as 
presented, seconded by Mr. Bryant and unanimously carried. Lt. Colonel Steve Eanes 
of the Sheriff’s Office was present to accept the proclamation. 
 

 
ADOPTION OF THE FY 2012-13 HENRY COUNTY BUDGET 

Mr. Vaughn moved that the Board adopt the following tax rates for FY ’13, 
seconded by Mr. Slaughter and carried 6 to 0: 

Tax Rates 

 Real Estate  - $.46 per $100 assessed value 
 Personal Property and Machinery and Tools - $1.48 per $100 of assessed 

value for personal property, including motor vehicles, and $1.48 per $100 of 
assessed value for machinery and tools/business equipment. 

 Personal Property Tax Relief - The effective reimbursement rate for the 
Personal Property Tax Relief Act on a qualifying vehicle is 49 percent. 
 

School Budget:
Mr. Vaughn moved that the Board adopt the proposed budget for school 

expenditures for FY 2013 by category as summarized in Exhibits A and B, subject to the 
state, federal, and local funds becoming available as estimated, seconded by Ms. 
Buchanan and unanimously carried. 

   

 

Mr. Vaughn moved that the Board adopt the proposed FY 2013 Budget for fiscal 
planning purposes as summarized in Exhibits A and B, seconded by Mr. Bryant and 
carried 6 to 0. 

Total Budget:  

 

Mr. Vaughn moved that the Board approve the amendments to the FY 2012 
County Budget as outlined in the appropriation sheet, with unexpended items carried 
over to the FY 2013 budget, seconded by Mr. Slaughter and unanimously carried. 

Amendments to FY ’12 Budget: 

 
 
 
 



Mr. Vaughn moved that the Board approve $1,337,028 in carry-over funds from 
the FY 2011 Budget be returned to the school system for the following projects, 
seconded by Mr. Kendall and carried 6 to 0: 

School Board Carry-Over Request: 

 Rich Acres Elementary roof replacement, $580,000 
 Mount Olivet Elementary roof replacement, $565,000 
 OPEB funding for FY ’13 and FY ’14, $192,028 

 

Mr. Vaughn moved that the Board request the Virginia Department of Fire 
Programs, in cooperation with the Virginia Office of Emergency Medical Services, 
conduct a comprehensive study of the Henry County Fire and EMS system, seconded 
by Ms. Buchanan and unanimously carried. 

Fire/EMS Study: 

 
Mr. Summerlin said once final figures are received from the Department of 

Education and Compensation Board, a budget amendment will be necessary. 
 

 
REPORT ON DELINQUENT TAX COLLECTION EFFORTS 

Mr. Scott Grindstaff reviewed the monthly reports on delinquent tax collection 
efforts. Mr. Grindstaff noted that 92.13% of 2011 personal property taxes have been 
collected; 91.38% of 2011 real estate taxes; and since the first of January, TACS has 
collected approximately $131,000. In addition, Mr. Grindstaff said there are 223 in-
house accounts and 90 VRW stops collected as of today for the month of April. 

Mr. Summerlin illustrated the effectiveness of decals as a collection tool by 
exhibiting a photo of taxpayers lined around the lobby near the April 15 deadline.  
 

 

MONTHLY UPDATE FROM THE MARTINSVILLE-HENRY COUNTY ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

Mr. Mark Heath, President of the Martinsville-Henry County Economic 
Development Corporation, was present to make the monthly update to the Board. Mr. 
Heath reviewed a summary of activities by division (Copy included in Board’s File). Mr. 
Heath said the EDC is working with a total of 32 projects, including 15 active projects.  
 

 
AWARD OF CONTRACT RE: AUDITING SERVICES 

Mr. Summerlin said the auditing contract with Creedle, Jones & Alga P.C. ended 
with the completion of the FY 2011 Audit. The new term would be for Fiscal Years 2012 
through 2016 with an option for an additional two years. An Audit Committee consisting 
of Deputy County Administrator Tim Hall, Finance Director Darrell Jones, Deputy 
Finance Director Richard Stanfield, Board of Supervisors Chairman Jim Adams and 
PSA Board of Directors Chairman Gerry Lawicki evaluated the responses and endorsed 
the proposal from Creedle, Alga & Jones at a cost of $55,000 per year, with an 
additional two-year option possible at that time. 



 Mr. Kendall moved that the Board award the contract to Creedle, Jones & Alga 
P.C. as outlined, seconded by Mr. Bryant and carried 6 to 0. 
 

 

AWARD OF CONTRACT RE: REPLACEMENT OF TRASH COLLECTION TRUCK – 
REFUSE DEPARTMENT 

Mr. Summerlin said Refuse Director Mike Amos is asking the Board to award a 
contract in the amount of $199,809 to Transource Truck and Trailer Centers of 
Greensboro, NC for the purchase of a front-end loading trash collection truck. Mr. 
Summerlin said the vehicle will replace a 1997 trash collection truck with more than 
860,000 miles on it. Mr. Summerlin said funding for the purchase will come from the 
current year’s budget which was approved earlier in the meeting as part of the adoption 
of the FY ’13 County Budget.  

Mr. Bryant made a motion that the Board award the contract to Transource Truck 
and Trailer Centers in the amount of $199,809 for the purchase of a front-end loading 
trash collection truck, seconded by Mr. Vaughn and unanimously carried. 
 

 

ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION AND AWARD OF CONTRACT RE: REPAIRS TO 
TRASH COLLECTION TRUCK – REFUSE DEPARTMENT 

Mr. Summerlin said Mike Amos is asking the Board to award a contract in the 
amount of $36,910 to Cavalier Equipment, Inc. of Roanoke for repairs to a 2001 
“knuckleboom” truck; and approve an Additional Appropriation of $29,991, which is 
what’s needed to augment current available funding in the appropriate category. 

Mr. Kendall moved that the Board award the contract and approve the additional 
appropriation as outlined, seconded by Ms. Buchanan and carried 6 to 0. 
 

 

AWARD OF CONTRACT RE: SOUTH STREET HOUSING REHABILITATION 
PROJECT – DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING, ZONING AND INSPECTION 

Mr. Summerlin said the South Street Housing Rehabilitation Board reviewed and 
approved the low bid of $53,789 from Piedmont Construction Co. for substantial 
reconstruction of 164 South Street, Bassett.  

Mr. Slaughter made a motion that the Board award the contract to Piedmont 
Construction Co. in the amount of $53,789, seconded by Mr. Bryant and unanimously 
carried. 
 

 

ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION RE: FOUR-4-LIFE FUNDS – DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC SAFETY 

 Mr. Summerlin said Henry County was recently notified that it will receive 
$51,994.80 from the Commonwealth’s Four-for-Life, return-to-localities fund, which is 
derived from a fee charged on each vehicle registered in Henry County. The funds must 
be used for emergency medical services training, supplies, and/or equipment. Mr. 
Summerlin said in previous years the funds were distributed equally between the five 
county rescue squads and the Department of Public Safety for ambulance operations. 



Under that distribution formula, each entity would receive $8,665.80 from this year’s 
allocation. 
 Mr. Bryant questioned why the funds are distributed equally when some squads 
answer considerably more calls. Mr. Summerlin said the Board has historically 
appropriated the funds evenly but can distribute the funds however it chooses. Mr. 
Summerlin said there is a comparable fire program fund which is also allocated equally 
between the fire departments. Mr. Vaughn said he does not think that any one rescue 
squad is more important than another. In addition, Mr. Vaughn pointed out that the six 
districts are divided equally and the taxpayers are the ones contributing to the four-for-
life funds. 
 Mr. Slaughter moved that the Board approve the appropriation as requested and 
distribute the funds evenly in the amount of $8,665.80 to each rescue squad and the 
Department of Public Safety, seconded by Mr. Vaughn and carried 5 to 1. Mr. Bryant 
voted in opposition. 
 

 

ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS RE: QUALIFIED SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION 
BONDS AND INSURANCE REIMBURSEMENTS – SCHOOL BOARD 

 Mr. Summerlin said the School Board is requesting approval of an additional 
appropriation of $154,766 for the reimbursement of interest payments from the Qualified 
School Construction Bonds ($141,525) and insurance reimbursements ($13,241) for 
previous claims. 
 Ms. Buchanan moved that the Board approve the appropriation for $154,766 as 
outlined, seconded by Mr. Slaughter and unanimously carried. 
 

 

TRANSFER APPROPRIATION RE: COMPLETION OF ROOF PROJECT AT 
STANLEYTOWN ELEMENTARY – SCHOOL BOARD 

 Mr. Summerlin said Dr. Cotton is requesting approval of a transfer appropriation 
of $494,720 from various budget categories into the Facilities category. Dr. Cotton 
indicates that the money would be used to complete a roofing project at Stanleytown 
Elementary. The item will be on the School Board’s May 3 agenda. 
 Mr. Bryant made a motion that the Board approve the appropriation contingent 
on approval by the School Board, seconded by Mr. Vaughn and carried 6 to 0. 
 

 

ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION RE: ASSET FOREFEITURE FUNDS – 
COMMONWEALTH’S ATTORNEY’S OFFICE 

 Mr. Summerlin said Mr. Bob Bushnell is requesting the Board to approve an 
additional appropriation of $504 from the Asset Forfeiture line item to the Travel 
Expenses line item. 
 Mr. Slaughter moved that the Board approve the additional appropriation as 
requested, seconded by Ms. Buchanan and unanimously carried. 
 
 
 



 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

 Mr. Vaughn said the Country Boys Bassmasters held their annual spring 
tournament April 14 at the new Twin Ridge Park at Philpott Lake and there were about 
100 participants. Also, Mr. Vaughn encouraged everyone to attend the inaugural Town 
of Ridgeway festival April 28. 

Comments from the Board 

 Mr. Bryant invited everyone to attend a Customer Appreciation Day on May 19 
celebrating Bryant Radio’s 40th anniversary. 
 Ms. Buchanan said she is having a community meeting May 1 at 7 pm at the 
Horsepasture Ruritan Building. Also, Ms. Buchanan reminded everyone of the Fieldale 
Festival on May 19. 
 Board members commended Mr. Summerlin and staff for their work on the FY 
’13 County Budget. 
 Mr. Summerlin asked Lt. Colonel Steve Eanes to provide an update on animal 
shelter operations since the SPCA abruptly ceased their partnership with the Sheriff’s 
Office. Lt. Colonel Eanes said the part-time SPCA employee had done an excellent job 
and they hoped that the partnership would be able to continue but the Sheriff’s Office is 
exploring other options. 
 

 
CLOSED MEETING 

 Ms. Buchanan moved that the Board go into a closed meeting at 3:45 p.m., 
seconded by Mr. Slaughter and unanimously carried to discuss the following. 
 

1) §2.2-3711(A)1 for Discussion of Appointee to the Parks and Recreation 
Board, Economic Development Corporation, Henry-Martinsville Social 
Services Board, Patrick Henry Community College Board, and Piedmont 
Community Services Board.  
 

2) §2.2-3711(A)7 for Consultation with the County Attorney re: Pending Legal 
Matters. 

 
3) §2.2-3711(A)3 for Consultation with the County Attorney re: 

Acquisition/Disposal of Real Estate. 
 
4) §2.2-3711(A)5 for Consultation with the County Attorney re: Discussion of 

As-Yet Unannounced Industries. 
 

 
OPEN MEETING: 

 The Board returned to an open meeting at 4:56 p.m. on a motion by Ms. 
Buchanan, seconded by Mr. Bryant and unanimously carried. 
 
 
  



 
CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED MEETING: 

Mr. Hall read the Certification of the Closed Meeting and took a roll call vote.   
Those voting in the affirmative were Mr. Vaughn, Mr. Bryant, Mr. Kendall, Ms. 
Buchanan, Mr. Slaughter, and Mr. Adams. 
 
 Henry-Martinsville Social Services Board

 

 – Ms. Buchanan moved that the Board 
reappoint Narda Dixon and Carolyn Byrd to four-year terms ending May 31, 2016, 
seconded by Mr. Slaughter and carried 6-0. 

 Deed of Easement – Clubhouse Bed & Breakfast

 

 – Ms. Buchanan moved that 
the Board accept the Deed of Easement from The Clubhouse Bed & Breakfast Resort, 
LLC for Fieldale Trail Phase III, seconded by Mr. Kendall and unanimously carried. 

Mr. Adams recessed at 4:57 p.m. until the 6:00 evening meeting. 
 
Mr. Adams called the meeting back to order at 6:00 p.m. and welcomed 

everyone present. 
 

 
MATTERS PRESENTED BY THE PUBLIC  

 Ronald Speakman of the Collinsville District was present to express his gratitude 
to Mr. Bryant and the Sheriff’s Office for their quick response to a litter problem in his 
neighborhood. 
 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – REZONING APPLICATION R-12-02 – HARDEN A. HANKINS, 
JR. 

Mr. Lee Clark said the property is located on the west side of Gum Spring Drive 
approximately 400’ north of its intersection with A.L. Philpott Highway in the Iriswood 
District and is shown on Tax Map 56.2(1)B/12B. The applicant is requesting the 
rezoning of approximately 3.405-acres from Agricultural District A-1 to Limited Industrial 
District I-2.  The applicant wishes to establish a salvage/recycling business on this 
property. Following a public hearing, both the Planning Commission and staff denied the 
rezoning request. 

Mr. Adams opened the public hearing at 6:06 pm.  
Mr. Harden Hankins was present to withdraw his application for rezoning.  
Mr. Gary Robertson of the Iriswood District commended Mr. Hankins for his 

decision to find a more suitable location for his business. 
There being no one else who wished to speak, Mr. Adams closed the public 

hearing at 6:08 pm. 
Mr. Kendall moved that the Board follow the recommendation of the Planning 

Commission and staff and deny the rezoning request, seconded Mr. Slaughter and 
unanimously carried. 
 



 

PUBLIC HEARING – CONSIDERATION OF RELOCATING RIDGEWAY #1 AND 
HORSEPASTURE #1 VOTING PRECINCTS 

Mr. Lyle said the Electoral Board wishes to relocate two voting precincts - 
Ridgeway #1 from the second floor to the first floor at the same location; and 
Horsepasture #1 from the Horsepasture Fire Department building to the adjacent 
Recreation Building. A public hearing and approval from the United States Department 
of Justice are required before moving forward with the change.  

Mr. Adams opened the public hearing at 6:11 pm. There being no one present 
who wished to speak, the public hearing was closed at 6:11 pm. Ms. Buchanan moved 
that the Board proceed with the precinct changes as requested, seconded by Mr. 
Vaughn and carried 6-0. 
 

 

ADOPTION OF 2012-2018 SIX-YEAR SECONDARY ROAD PLAN AND 2012-2013 
CONSTRUCTION BUDGET 

Ms. Lisa Hughes reported that Barrows Mill Road is not classified as a federal aid 
route therefore it will not qualify for federal funding. Due to reduced state funding, Ms. 
Hughes said she does not recommend adding it to the Six-Year Secondary Plan as 
previously discussed. After some discussion, the Board made the following changes to 
the Six-Year Secondary Road Plan: 

 Drop Fieldale Bridge project 
 Transfer funding for Fieldale Bridge to Route 622 Project – Morgan Ford 

Bridge 
 Drop Route 657, Rockwood Park Road project 
 Transfer funding from Rockwood Park Road to Route 688 - Lee Ford 

Camp Road 
Mr. Vaughn moved that the Board adopt the Six-Year Plan with the changes as 

outlined, seconded by Mr. Slaughter and unanimously carried. 
 

 

CONSIDERATION OF PRIORITY LIST FOR COMMONWEALTH TRANSPORTATION 
BOARD  

Mr. Adams said the Commonwealth Transportation Board is holding meetings 
tonight and throughout May to receive input on the Fiscal Year 2012-2018 Six-Year 
Improvement Program, including highway, rail, and public transportation initiatives.  

Ms. Buchanan moved that the Board adopt the priority list as presented, 
seconded by Mr. Slaughter and carried 6-0. 
 

 
GENERAL HIGHWAY MATTERS 

Mr. Vaughn requested that Ms. Hughes provide the results from the traffic count 
studies for each district once completed.   

Mr. Slaughter asked Ms. Hughes to look into a railroad crossing malfunction on 
Koehler Road. 
 



 
REQUEST FROM COUNTY ATTORNEY RE: CHANGE IN LITTER ORDINANCE 

 Mr. George Lyle said there are some inconsistencies in the current litter 
ordinance regarding penalties. After meeting with Mr. Lee Clark and Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Bob Bushnell, Mr. Lyle said he has some proposed changes to the ordinance 
that will hopefully clarify those penalties. Mr. Lyle requested that the Board set a public 
hearing for next month’s meeting.  
 Mr. Bryant moved that the Board set a public hearing on changes to the litter 
ordinance for the May 22 meeting, seconded by Ms. Buchanan and unanimously 
carried. 

 
 
There being no further business to discuss, Mr. Slaughter moved to adjourn at 

6:29 pm, seconded by Ms. Buchanan and carried 6 to 0.  


