
HENRY COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
JOINT WORK SESSION 

WITH THE SCHOOL BOARD 
MINUTES 

January 28, 2013 – 3:00 pm 
 

 
 

 The Henry County Board of Supervisors and the Henry County School 
Board held a joint Work Session and tour of John Redd Smith Elementary and 
Magna Vista High schools on January 28, 2013.  The following Board members 
were present: Chairman Jim Adams, Vice Chairman Tommy Slaughter, Debra 
Buchanan, Joe Bryant, Milton Kendall and H. G. Vaughn. 
 
 Staff members present were Tim Hall, County Administrator; Dale 
Wagoner, Deputy County Administrator; George Lyle, County Attorney; Darrell 
Jones, Director of Finance; and Richard Stanfield, Deputy Director of Finance. 
 
 Members of the School Board present were Chairman Joseph DeVault, 
Vice Chairman Betsy Mattox, Kathy Rogers, Curtis Millner, and Francis Zehr. 
 
 Staff members present were Dr. Jared Cotton, School Superintendent; 
DeWitt House, Assistant Superintendent of Instruction/Accountability and Student 
Achievement; Linda Dorr, Assistant Superintendent of Administration and Human 
Resources; Dawn Lawson, Chief Financial Officer; Melany Stowe, 
Communication and Career Development Coordinator; and Keith Scott, 
Supervisor of Facilities/Maintenance. 
 
 Paul Collins of the Martinsville Bulletin was present. 
 
 Chairman DeVault called the School Board meeting to order at 3:07 pm 
and thanked the Board of Supervisors for attending the tour and meeting.   
 

Chairman Adams called the Board of Supervisors meeting to order at 3:07 
pm and welcomed everyone present.   
 
 This was followed by a guided tour of John Redd Smith Elementary 
School in Collinsville.  During the tour, Mr. Scott pointed out the many 
issues/challenges of operating the facility, including: 

 original windows are not energy efficient 
 inefficient heating and air conditioning 
 extensive use of window air conditioning units 
 inadequate storage, meeting, and classroom space 
 outdated electrical system not capable of handling electrical 

requirements of modern technology 
 lack of handicap accessibility 



 traffic issues 
 

The group then traveled to Magna Vista High School for a tour.  During the 
tour, Mr. Scott noted recent improvements to the school including, heating and 
air conditioning in the gymnasium, energy efficient lighting, and converting shop 
space to classrooms.  Dr. Cotton and Principal Gracie Agnew discussed the 
success of the horticulture and agricultural programs.  The group also heard a 
presentation by Dr. Cotton and Mr. House on their proposal to convert some 
library space to a New-Tech program to facilitate collaborative learning.  It will be 
the first program of its kind in Virginia. 
 
 The group returned to the 3rd Floor meeting room at the Henry County 
administration building where Dr. Cotton and Mr. Scott presented additional 
school facility challenges.  A copy of the presentation is on file.  General 
discussion about building a new school in the Collinsville area followed.  Mr. Hall 
and Dr. Cotton will prepare additional information and possible options for 
funding capital improvements for a joint meeting of both Boards scheduled for 
February 26. 
 

Dr. DeVault and Mr. Adams expressed their appreciation to everyone in 
attendance for their willingness to work together. 

 
 The meeting of the School Board adjourned.   
 

On a motion by Mr. Vaughn, seconded by Ms. Buchanan, and 
unanimously affirmed, the meeting of the Board of Supervisors was continued 
until February 5.   

 
 
 
     

  
 
 
 
    
 


