
HENRY COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
MINUTES 

 
June 24, 2014 – 3:00 p.m. 

 
The Henry County Board of Supervisors held its regular meeting on June 24, 

2014, at 3:00 p.m. in the Summerlin Meeting Room of the County Administration 
Building, King’s Mountain Road, Collinsville, Virginia.  The following Board members 
were present: Vice-Chairman Tommy Slaughter, Debra Buchanan, Jim Adams, Milton 
Kendall, and Joe Bryant. Chairman H.G. Vaughn was absent. 

Staff members present were Tim Hall, County Administrator; Dale Wagoner, 
Deputy County Administrator; Darrell Jones, Director of Finance; Richard Stanfield, 
Deputy Director of Finance; George Lyle, County Attorney; Michelle Via, Administrative 
Assistant.  
  Lt. Troy Easter and Deputy Mark Jamison of the Sheriff’s Office were present. 
Also present was Ben Williams of the Martinsville Bulletin and Ron Morris of B99.   

 
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 

Mr. Bryant gave the invocation and Mr. Kendall led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 

Vice-Chairman Slaughter called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone 
present. He stated that anyone who wishes to be on the Agenda for the Board’s regular 
business meeting held at 3:00 p.m. must contact the County Administrator’s Office 
seven days prior to a scheduled meeting. Those wishing to speak at the Board’s public 
meeting starting at 6:00 p.m. may do so under Agenda Item - Matters Presented by the 
Public without contacting the County Administrator’s Office.  
 
ITEMS OF CONSENT: 

 
Confirmation of Minutes of Meetings 
Copy included in Board’s File 

 
 May 27, 2014 

 
Approval of Accounts Payable 
Copy included in Board’s File 

 
Mr. Bryant moved the Items of Consent be adopted, seconded by Ms. Buchanan. 

The motion carried 5 to 0. 
 

CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION COMMENDING THE MARTINSVILLE-HENRY 
COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
 

Mr. Hall said the Martinsville-Henry County Chamber of Commerce recently 
received accreditation as a five-star chamber, a prestigious honor that recognizes 
chambers for outstanding contributions toward positive change in their communities.   



Mr. Adams read aloud a resolution recognizing the Chamber’s achievement and 
moved that the Board adopt it as presented, seconded by Mr. Kendall and unanimously 
carried. Dr. Joe Keiper was present to accept the resolution on behalf of the Chamber.  
 
CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING THE 75TH ANNUAL SMITH-
FOSTER FAMILY REUNION 
 

Ms. Buchanan read aloud a resolution commemorating the Smith-Foster family, 
who will be celebrating its 75th consecutive family reunion in August.  The reunion will 
be held where it all started in 1939 – in Henry County, Virginia.  On a motion by Ms. 
Buchanan and seconded by Mr. Adams the Board unanimously adopted the resolution. 
Several members of the Smith-Foster family were present to accept the honor. 
 
REPORT ON DELINQUENT TAX COLLECTION EFFORTS 
 

Mr. Scott Grindstaff reviewed the monthly reports on delinquent tax collection 
efforts. Mr. Grindstaff noted that 96.61% of 2013 personal property taxes have been 
collected; 92.08% of 2013 real estate taxes; and since January 1, TACS collected 
approximately $254,787. In addition, Mr. Grindstaff said four VRW stops have been 
collected in June.  

 
MONTHLY UPDATE FROM THE MARTINSVILLE-HENRY COUNTY ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
 

Mr. Mark Heath, President of the Martinsville-Henry County Economic 
Development Corporation, was unable to attend today’s meeting. Mr. Hall said the EDC 
office is in the process of moving to its new facility at NCI.  

 
AWARD OF CONTRACT RE: OFFICE SUPPLIES – PURCHASING DEPARTMENT 
 

Mr. Hall said Carole Jones is asking the Board to award a contract to Bassett 
Office Supply to provide supplies to County offices. The contract is for one year with an 
option of four one-year extensions. The contract does not include a set amount of 
expenditure, because it will be based on how many office supplies are needed, but Mrs. 
Jones indicates that it most likely would exceed the $15,000 threshold that requires 
Board approval.  

On a motion by Mr. Adams and seconded by Mr. Bryant, the Board unanimously 
approved the award of contract to Bassett Office Supply. 
 
ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION RE: FOUR-FOR-LIFE FUNDS – DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC SAFETY 
 
 Mr. Hall said Henry County was recently notified that it will receive $52,203.84 
from the Commonwealth’s Four-for-Life, return-to-localities fund. This fund is derived 
from a fee charged on each vehicle registered in Henry County. The funds must be 
used for emergency medical services training, supplies, and/or equipment. Last year the 
funds were distributed equally between the five county rescue squads and the 
Department of Public Safety for ambulance operations. Under that distribution formula, 
each entity would receive $8,700.64 from this year’s allocation. 



 On a motion by Mr. Adams and seconded by Mr. Bryant, the Board unanimously 
approved the additional appropriation as outlined. 
 
ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION RE: EMS TRAINING FUNDS – PUBLIC SAFETY 
 

Mr. Hall said Rodney Howell is asking the Board to make an additional 
appropriation of $6,224 from the Virginia Office of Emergency Medical Services and 
others for the reimbursement of expenses from programs previously conducted by the 
Department of Public Safety. These funds will be used for compensation of part-time 
instructors.  There is no local match required. Additionally, Mr. Howell is requesting the 
appropriation of $455 from memorial donations to be set aside for the future purchase of 
an ambulance. 

On a motion by Mr. Kendall and seconded by Mr. Adams, the Board unanimously 
approved the additional appropriation. 

 
AWARD OF CONTRACT RE: EMERGENCY SERVICES RADIO SYSTEM 
MAINTENANCE – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
 

Mr. Hall said Rodney Howell is requesting that the Board award a contract in the 
amount of $68,825.76 to Motorola Solutions, Inc. for the purchase of a service and 
warranty agreement on the County’s emergency services radio system.  This is a 
permitted extension of the original contract on the radio system and funds are included 
in the FY 2015 County Budget. 

On a motion by Mr. Bryant and seconded by Ms. Buchanan, the Board 
unanimously approved the award of contract to Motorola Solutions as outlined. 
 
AWARD OF CONTRACT RE: PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE HVAC – BUILDING 
AND GROUNDS DEPARTMENT 
 

Mr. Hall said staff is requesting that the Board award a contract in the amount of 
$28,922.00 to Trane, Inc. for providing scheduled maintenance services to heating, 
ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC) systems at County facilities during the upcoming 
fiscal year.  This is a permitted extension of the current contract and the price has not 
changed. Funds for this contract are included in the FY 2015 County Budget. 

On a motion by Mr. Kendall and seconded by Ms. Buchanan, the Board 
unanimously approved the award of contract to Trane. 
 
AWARD OF CONTRACT RE: ELECTRICAL LINE RELOCATION – 
COMMONWEALTH CROSSING BUSINESS CENTRE 
 

Mr. Hall said as part of the development of Commonwealth Crossing Business 
Centre (CCBC), an Appalachian Power distribution line must be relocated.  The Board 
is being asked to award a contract in the amount of $37,950 to Appalachian Power for 
power line right-of-way clearing at CCBC.  Funding for this work is included in the 
existing budget for developing Commonwealth Crossing Business Centre. 

On a motion by Mr. Bryant and seconded by Mr. Kendall, the Board unanimously 
approved an award of contract to Appalachian Power. 
 



AWARD OF CONTRACT RE:  PROJECT MANAGEMENT AND INSPECTION 
SERVICES – COMMONWEALTH CROSSING BUSINESS CENTRE 
 

Mr. Hall said Tim Pace is asking the Board to award a contract to The Lane 
Group of Galax, Virginia in the amount of $228,800 for project management and 
inspection services at Commonwealth Crossing Business Centre (CCBC).  This is 
necessary for the on-going development at the site.  Funding for this work is included in 
the existing budget for developing Commonwealth Crossing Business Centre. 

On a motion by Mr. Adams and seconded by Ms. Buchanan, the Board 
unanimously approved an award of contract to The Lane Group as outlined. 
 
ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION RE: REIMBURSEMENTS – SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
 

Mr. Hall said Sheriff Perry is asking the Board to approve an additional 
appropriation of $5,000 received from the Virginia Supreme Court for transporting 
certain prisoners.  The funds will be used for part-time salaries to compensate deputies 
performing these tasks.  

On a motion by Mr. Kendall and seconded by Mr. Bryant, the Board unanimously 
approved the additional appropriation as requested. 
 
AWARD OF CONTRACT AND ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION RE: MOBILE 
COMMAND UNIT – SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
 

Mr. Hall said Sheriff Perry is asking the Board to award a contract to LDV, Inc. of 
Burlington, WI in the amount of $105,000 for technical services and technology 
improvements to the Mobile Command Unit.  The Virginia Attorney General’s Office 
previously appropriated $75,288 and the Sheriff is also asking the Board to approve an 
additional appropriation of $29,715 from existing budgeted funds. 

On a motion by Ms. Buchanan and seconded by Mr. Adams, the Board 
unanimously approved an award of contract to LDV, Inc. and additional appropriation as 
outlined. 
 
ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION RE: REIMBURSEMENTS – SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
 

Mr. Hall said Sheriff Perry is asking the Board to approve an additional 
appropriation of $16,500 from reimbursements paid to the Sheriff’s Office for various off-
duty assignments worked by deputies during FY 2014.  These funds will be used to 
offset the funds paid to deputies for overtime compensation while performing these 
assignments.   

On a motion by Mr. Adams and seconded by Mr. Bryant, the Board unanimously 
approved an additional appropriation of $16,500 as requested.   
 
AWARD OF CONTRACT RE: SECURITY SERVICES – COMMONWEALTH 
CROSSING BUSINESS CENTRE 
 

Mr. Hall said Tim Pace is asking the Board to award a purchase contract in the 
amount of $34,698 to EMI Security, LLC of Bassett, Virginia for video surveillance and 
security services for the Commonwealth Crossing Business Centre (CCBC).  The 



system will allow County staff to remotely monitor the on-going work at the park.  
Funding for this expenditure is included in the current budget. 

On a motion by Mr. Adams and seconded by Ms. Buchanan, the Board 
unanimously approved an award of contract to EMI Security. 
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
 
 Comments from the Board 
  
 Mr. Bryant said he had received several suggestions from residents concerning 
the marina: 1) annual parking pass; 2) coin-operated air pump for floats/tubes; 3) snack 
bar with grill vs. pre-packaged food; and 4) fish food. Mr. Hall said he would pass the 
information along to Roger Adams. 
 Mr. Hall noted the upcoming July 4th Celebration at Martinsville Speedway. Mr. 
Hall said tickets will be mailed directly to the Board and staff will need to know who 
plans to represent the County at the event. In addition, Mr. Hall said the state budget 
was finally passed; however staff is still waiting to learn the impact on constitutional 
offices. Mr. Hall said it appears the School Board will receive approximately $178,000 
less than anticipated.  

Mr. Hall said the National Guard is finishing up the grading project at the Patriot 
Centre this week. Mr. Hall said the project was a great experience for both the County 
and National Guard and the National Guard has requested to come back next summer 
for additional training. Mr. Hall commended the dedication of Tim Pace, Mike Amos and 
Mike Ward who rotated shifts to ensure a staff member was onsite the duration of the 
project. Mr. Hall also praised community partners Patrick Henry Community College and 
Commonwealth Laminating, as well as a citizen who showed up one day with 50 pizzas 
for the guardsmen.   

Mr. Hall followed up on Mr. Bryant’s request last month concerning mowing. Mr. 
Hall said he had met with staff and they concluded that using County employees to mow 
would be cost prohibitive and allowing employees to work on private property is a 
liability. Mr. Hall said inmate labor would also not be permissible. Mr. Hall said the key 
to trying to resolve the issue is communication with your neighbor. Mr. Bryant asked the 
Board to consider allocating $12,000 from the Contingency Fund to unsafe structures. 
Ms. Buchanan reminded Mr. Bryant that the Board just recently allocated $18,000 from 
the current year Contingency Fund for unsafe structures. Mr. Hall suggested that Mr. 
Bryant speak with Lee Clark to determine available funding for unsafe structures. 
 
CLOSED MEETING 
 
 Mr. Adams moved that the Board go into a closed meeting at 3:42 p.m., 
seconded by Ms. Buchanan and unanimously carried to discuss the following. 
 

1) §2.2-3711(A)1 for Discussion of Appointees to the Patrick Henry Community 
College Board and Roanoke River Basin Association. 
 

2) §2.2-3711(A)7 for Discussion of Pending Legal Matters. 
 

3) §2.2-3711(A)3 for Discussion of the Acquisition/Disposal of Real Estate. 
 



4) §2.2-3711(A)5 for Discussion of As-Yet Unannounced Industries. 
 

OPEN MEETING 
 
 The Board returned to an open meeting at 4:36 p.m. on a motion by Mr. Adams, 
seconded by Ms. Buchanan and unanimously carried. 
  
CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED MEETING: 
 

Mr. Wagoner read the Certification of the Closed Meeting and took a roll call 
vote.   Those voting in the affirmative were Mr. Bryant, Mr. Kendall, Mr. Adams, Ms. 
Buchanan, and Mr. Slaughter.   

Patrick Henry Community College Board – On a motion by Mr. Adams and 
seconded by Mr. Bryant, the Board unanimously appointed Janet Copenhaver to a four-
year term beginning July 1, 2014 and ending June 30, 2018.  

Consideration of Resolution re: Virginia Retirement System – School Board – Mr. 
Hall said he received a request from Chief Financial Officer Dawn Lawson just prior to 
entering Closed Meeting. Last month the Board of Supervisors approved a resolution 
regarding the Virginia Retirement System. The Board chose to pay a certified 
contribution rate into the VRS over the alternative rate that is lower but would require 
“catch-up” payments later. The Board is being asked to sign off on the School Board’s 
decision to also go with the certified rate, which is 11.13% for the school system. The 
School Board chose to go with the certified rate at its June 5, 2014 meeting. 

On a motion by Mr. Adams and seconded by Mr. Kendall, the Board unanimously 
adopted the resolution as outlined. 

 
There being no further business, Mr. Slaughter recessed at 4:40 p.m. until the 

6:00 p.m. evening meeting.  
 
Mr. Slaughter called the meeting back to order at 6:00 p.m. and welcomed 

everyone present.   
 
MATTERS PRESENTED BY THE PUBLIC 
 
 There was no one present who wished to speak.   
  
GENERAL HIGHWAY MATTERS 
 

Ms. Lisa Hughes, Resident Engineer for the Virginia Department of 
Transportation, was present to update the Board on General Highway Matters. Ms. 
Hughes’ only item of business was the proposed replacement of a box culvert over Mill 
Creek on Cedar Hill Drive in Henry. Ms. Hughes said since this road leads into 
Salthouse, it is recommended to schedule the maintenance after the summer season. 
Mr. Hall said County staff was in agreement. 

 
PUBLIC HEARING – PROPOSED NOISE ORDINANCE REGARDING BARKING 
DOGS 
 

Mr. Slaughter opened the public hearing at 6:04 p.m.  



Speaking in favor of the proposed ordinance was Andrew Wright, Reed Creek 
District; Brad Flood, Iriswood; and Ellen Williams. Mr. Wright said the ordinance would 
benefit those who live where houses are in close proximity. Mr. Flood said that he has 
issues with a neighbor whose dogs frequently are unattended and bark for hours at a 
time. Ms. Williams said she lives near a kennel and often is awakened in the early 
morning by barking dogs.  

Russell Sharpe, Ridgeway District, and Jimmy Agee, Iriswood, spoke in 
opposition to the ordinance, as they are both raccoon hunters who hunt with 
coonhounds. Both said they were concerned that if they were hunting in the evening 
and their dogs sighted a raccoon and began barking, it could trigger other nearby dogs 
to bark, leading to a noise ordinance violation. 
 There being no one else who wished to speak, Mr. Slaughter closed the public 
hearing at 6:10 p.m. 

Mr. Kendall stressed that the proposed ordinance was solely intended to address 
situations where a resident was unable to enjoy his or her home due to a neighbor’s 
constantly barking dogs.  

Mr. Bryant asked Mr. Lyle if it would be easier to prosecute cases of neighbors 
with barking dogs if the ordinance was in effect. Mr. Lyle said making a violation of the 
ordinance a class 4 misdemeanor would be the only way that a neighbor with constantly 
barking dogs could receive criminal punishment. However, Mr. Lyle said residents 
always have the option of filing a civil suit against a neighbor who is damaging their 
ability to enjoy their home for any reason. 

Commonwealth’s Attorney Andrew Nester was present and said a violation of a 
class 4 misdemeanor would become part of the violator’s criminal record, whereas a 
civil suit would not. Mr. Nester said he thought a violation of the ordinance should not be 
a criminal charge. 

Mr. Adams said the majority of residents he had spoken to were concerned that 
passing the ordinance would place additional responsibilities on an already overworked 
sheriff’s department.  Ms. Buchanan agreed with Mr. Adams. 

After some discussion, the Board determined that the ordinance should be 
amended so that a violation would be a civil penalty and not a class 4 misdemeanor. Mr. 
Lyle read aloud the amended ordinance for the Board’s consideration:   

“It shall be unlawful for any animal owner to permit or allow 
any dog or cat to bark, meow, screech, scream, wail, 
caterwaul or create noise in any residential area in the 
county continuously for more than 15 consecutive minutes 
between the hours of 10 p.m. and 7 a.m. and at such a 
volume said noise can be heard upon property other than 
the animal’s owner. The creation of the noise at least once a 
minute for fifteen minutes shall be presumed to be 
continuous. Violation of this ordinance shall be punishable 
by a civil penalty up to $250.” 

On a motion by Mr. Kendall and seconded by Mr. Bryant, the amended ordinance 
passed on a 3-2 vote. Mr. Adams and Ms. Buchanan vote in opposition. 

 
There being no further business to discuss, Ms. Buchanan moved to adjourn at 

6:55 p.m., seconded by Mr. Kendall and carried 5 to 0.  


