
HENRY COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
MINUTES 

 
July 22, 2014 – 3:00 p.m. 

 
The Henry County Board of Supervisors held its regular meeting on July 22, 

2014, at 3:00 p.m. in the Summerlin Meeting Room of the County Administration 
Building, King’s Mountain Road, Collinsville, Virginia.  The following Board members 
were present: Chairman H.G. Vaughn, Vice-Chairman Tommy Slaughter, Debra 
Buchanan, Jim Adams, Milton Kendall, and Joe Bryant. 

Staff members present were Tim Hall, County Administrator; Dale Wagoner, 
Deputy County Administrator; Darrell Jones, Director of Finance; George Lyle, County 
Attorney; Susan Reynolds, Director of Human Resources; and Michelle Via, 
Administrative Assistant.  
  Lt. Troy Easter and Sgt. Brian Punturi of the Sheriff’s Office were present. Also 
present was Ben Williams of the Martinsville Bulletin, Ron Morris of B99 and Charles 
Roark of Cable 18.   

 
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 

Mr. Hall gave the invocation and Mr. Adams led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 

Chairman Vaughn called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone present. 
He stated that anyone who wishes to be on the Agenda for the Board’s regular business 
meeting held at 3:00 p.m. must contact the County Administrator’s Office seven days 
prior to a scheduled meeting. Those wishing to speak at the Board’s public meeting 
starting at 6:00 p.m. may do so under Agenda Item - Matters Presented by the Public 
without contacting the County Administrator’s Office.  
 
ITEMS OF CONSENT: 

 
Confirmation of Minutes of Meetings 
Copy included in Board’s File 

 
 June 24, 2014 

 
Approval of Accounts Payable 
Copy included in Board’s File 

 
Ms. Buchanan moved the Items of Consent be adopted, seconded by Mr. Bryant. 

The motion carried 6 to 0. 
 
REPORT ON DELINQUENT TAX COLLECTION EFFORTS 
 

Mr. Scott Grindstaff reviewed the monthly reports on delinquent tax collection 
efforts. Mr. Grindstaff noted that 96.82% of 2013 personal property taxes have been 
collected; 92.63% of 2013 real estate taxes; and since January 1, TACS collected 



approximately $322,000. In addition, Mr. Grindstaff said five VRW stops have been 
collected in July. Mr. Grindstaff said John Rife had planned to attend today’s meeting 
but was detained in court proceedings concerning 22 judicial sales scheduled for 
August. 

 
MONTHLY UPDATE FROM THE MARTINSVILLE-HENRY COUNTY ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
 

Mr. Mark Heath, President of the Martinsville-Henry County Economic 
Development Corporation, was present to make the monthly update to the Board. Mr. 
Heath reviewed a summary of activities by division (Copy included in Board’s File). 
 
ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION RE: FIRE PROGRAMS AID TO LOCALITIES – 
PUBLIC SAFETY 
 

Mr. Hall said Rodney Howell is asking the Board to appropriate $25,361 from the 
Virginia Department of Fire Programs “Aid to Localities” fund. Mr. Hall said in the past 
Henry County has allocated its appropriation equally among the eight volunteer fire 
departments which would result in an allocation of $3,170.12 to each department. 

On a motion by Mr. Adams and seconded by Mr. Slaughter the Board 
unanimously approved the appropriation of $25,361 as requested. 
 
AWARD OF CONTRACT RE: FOOD FOR INMATES AT COUNTY JAIL – SHERIFF’S 
OFFICE 
 

Mr. Hall said Sheriff Perry is asking the Board to award a contract to Dan Valley 
Food Service to supply food for the Henry County Jail. This contract does not stipulate a 
total expenditure amount because of the fluctuation in numbers of inmates; however 
Sheriff Perry estimates that the overall contract will be approximately $150,000.  

On a motion by Mr. Kendall and seconded by Mr. Slaughter, the Board 
unanimously approved an award of contract to Dan Valley Food Service as outlined. 
 
APPROVAL OF GRANT APPLICATION RE: CALL PROCESSING EQUIPMENT – 
911 COMMUNICATIONS CENTER 
 

Mr. Hall said J.R. Powell, Director of the Martinsville-Henry County 911 
Communications Center, is asking for the Board’s approval to apply for a grant from The 
Virginia Information Technology Agency (VITA) in the amount of $150,000 for call 
processing equipment (CPE).  According to Mr. Powell, the CPE is used to receive all 
incoming emergency and non-emergency calls into the center.  Mr. Hall said the 
maximum amount allowed by the grant is $150,000; the total cost of the project is 
estimated to be $319,398.  The difference of $169,398 would be requested in the 911 
Center FY’16 and FY’17 budget.  Mr. Hall reminded the Board expenses related to 
operation of the 911 Center are shared by the City of Martinsville. 

On a motion by Mr. Bryant and seconded by Mr. Kendall, the Board unanimously 
approved the request by the 911 Communications Center to apply for the VITA grant. 
 
 



AWARD OF CONTRACT RE: ASSESSOR’S APPRAISAL SYSTEM – 
COMMISSIONER OF THE REVENUE 
 

Mr. Hall said Linda Love, Commissioner of the Revenue, is asking the Board to 
award a contract to Vision Government Solutions, Inc., of Northboro, Massachusetts in 
the amount of $202,000 for a computer-assisted mass appraisal system.  In addition, 
staff recommends approval of a lease-purchase agreement with Government Capital 
Corporation to allow the costs to be paid with three annual payments of $67,333.34.  
Mr. Hall said tax-exempt financing through Government Capital Corporation is being 
offered to the County by the vendor with zero interest and no fees.  

Mr. Hall said the computer system currently used by the Assessor’s Office is over 
23 years old and will no longer work with today’s computer operating systems.   The 
package includes software, installation, training, and conversion of existing data.  Mr. 
Hall said this item is part of the capital improvements plan and funding for year one of 
the financing is included in the FY’15 capital budget.   

On a motion by Mr. Kendall and seconded by Ms. Buchanan, the Board voted 
unanimously to award the contract to Vision Government Solutions in the amount of 
$202,000 and approve the tax-exempt financing as outlined. 
 
AWARD OF CONTRACT AND TRANSFER OF FUNDS RE: GARBAGE TRUCK – 
REFUSE DEPARTMENT 
 

Mr. Hall said Mike Amos is asking the Board to award a contract to Cavalier 
Equipment, Inc. in the amount of $209,211 for the purchase of a 2015 Mack Garbage 
Truck.  Mr. Hall said a transfer appropriation of $20,877 from previously budgeted funds 
will be consolidated with budgeted funds from the FY’15 capital improvements budget to 
fund this item. 

On a motion by Ms. Buchanan and seconded by Mr. Bryant, the Board 
unanimously approved the transfer appropriation and award of contract to Cavalier 
Equipment as presented.  
 
AWARD OF CONTRACT RE: PRINTING AND MAILING OF BILLS AND NOTICES – 
COUNTY TREASURER AND THE COMMISSIONER OF THE REVENUE 
 

Mr. Hall said Treasurer Scott Grindstaff and Commissioner Linda Love are 
asking the Board to award a contract to BMS Direct, Inc. for printing and mailing of the 
County’s forms for personal property, real estate and decal bills and tangible property 
forms.  Mr. Hall said the contract price is calculated based on the actual number of 
mailings and billed at an approximate cost of $65,000 annually. This is a one year 
contract with the option to renew annually for up to five years and funds are included in 
the FY’15 budget.   

On a motion by Mr. Kendall and seconded by Mr. Slaughter, the Board 
unanimously approved the award of contract to BMS Direct. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF PURCHASE OF I-PADS FOR SEVENTH-GRADE STUDENTS 
IN HENRY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 

Mr. Hall said the Henry County school system began an I-Pad initiative several 
years ago and currently has a 1:1 ratio for students in grades 3-6. Mr. Hall said this 



initiative has been implemented into the every-day educational plan for these students 
and has proven extremely popular with students, teachers, administrators, and parents. 
This effort also allows us to show current and potential industries that we lead instead of 
follow when it comes to technology. Mr. Hall said Henry County’s program is used as a 
model by Apple, Inc. and we play host to many other school divisions during the year 
who want to see what we have and how it works. 

 Mr. Hall said County staff and school division staff have discussed how to move 
the program into the 7th grade and eventually the 8th grade; doing so would allow us to 
essentially cover all years 3-12 since the high schools allow students to bring their own 
devices to class for educational purposes. Expansion also would allow us to bridge the 
gap for a student who has used and learned on an I-Pad for grades 3-6 but suddenly 
found that in the 7th grade the learning process was different. Mr. Hall said during our 
discussions with Dr. Jared Cotton, we discovered that if we could purchase enough I-
Pads to cover the 7th graders in the County, the 8th grade student base also could be 
covered by using I-Pads previously used on mobile carts. In other words, by purchasing 
enough for the 7th graders, we can reallocate ones we already have and also cover the 
8th graders on a 1:1 ratio.  
 Mr. Hall said Dr. Cotton has indicated that to purchase I-Pads for all 7th graders 
would cost $269,573. Mr. Hall said staff endorses this plan and has had some cost-
sharing discussion with Dr. Cotton. Staff believes that the best approach would be to 
use $225,000 out of the County’s unencumbered reserves, contingent upon the school 
system providing the balance of $44,573 from its current budget. 

On a motion by Mr. Adams and seconded by Ms. Buchanan, the Board voted 
unanimously to allocate $225,000 from the County’s unencumbered reserves toward 
the purchase of I-Pads for seventh-grade students, contingent on the school system 
providing $44,573 to complete the purchase. 
 
AWARD OF CONTRACT RE: HOUSE REHABILITATION - LINDEN ROAD HOUSING 
REHABILITATION PROJECT  
 

Mr. Hall said Lee Clark is asking the Board to award a contract to Wood Building 
& Remodeling of Collinsville, Virginia in the amount of $28,700 for housing rehabilitation 
work at 2776 Fairystone Park Highway in Bassett.  The Linden Road Housing 
Rehabilitation Board has approved the project and recommends awarding the contract 
to Wood Building & Remodeling, which was the low bidder.  Funds for this project were 
previously appropriated from a Virginia Department of Housing and Community 
Development grant. 

On a motion by Mr. Slaughter and seconded by Mr. Bryant, the Board 
unanimously approved an award of contract to Wood Building & Remodeling in the 
amount of $28,700. 
 
CHANGE ORDER RE: INSPECTION SERVICES – LINDEN ROAD REHABILITATION 
PROJECT 
 

Mr. Hall said Lee Clark is asking the Board to approve a change order to 
Howerton Inspections Services in the amount of $54,075 for additional asbestos 
abatements services as part of the Linden Road Rehabilitation Project.  Staff has 
reviewed several options for asbestos abatement for this project and has determined 
that using Howerton Inspection Services is the most cost effective means to do this.  Mr. 



Hall said funds for this project were previously appropriated from a Virginia Department 
of Housing and Community Development grant. 

On a motion by Mr. Bryant and seconded by Mr. Slaughter, the Board 
unanimously approved the change order to Howerton Inspections Services in the 
amount of $54,075. 
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
 
 Comments from the Board 
  
 Ms. Buchanan said there was a grand opening for the new Subway in 
Horsepasture on Saturday. 
 Mr. Vaughn announced an open invitation from Morning Star Holy Church to 
attend services on Sunday, July 27 at 11 a.m. with guest preacher Bishop Don Williams 
speaking. 
 Mr. Hall commended County employees for a recent EAC event which raised 
$1,036 for the Benny Summerlin Memorial Scholarship Fund. Mr. Hall also reminded 
everyone of the upcoming Smith River Fest on August 9 and encouraged anyone who 
has never attended to come out for a fun day full of activities including a mud run, duck 
race and canoe/kayak race. 
  
CLOSED MEETING 
 
 Mr. Slaughter moved that the Board go into a closed meeting at 3:37 p.m., 
seconded by Ms. Buchanan and unanimously carried to discuss the following. 
 

1) §2.2-3711(A)1 for Discussion of Appointees to the Roanoke River Basin 
Association. 
 

2) §2.2-3711(A)7 for Discussion of Pending Legal Matters. 
 

3) §2.2-3711(A)3 for Discussion of the Acquisition/Disposal of Real Estate. 
 
4) §2.2-3711(A)5 for Discussion of As-Yet Unannounced Industries. 
 

OPEN MEETING 
 
 The Board returned to an open meeting at 4:29 p.m. on a motion by Ms. 
Buchanan, seconded by Mr. Slaughter and unanimously carried. 
  
CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED MEETING: 
 

Mr. Wagoner read the Certification of the Closed Meeting and took a roll call 
vote.   Those voting in the affirmative were Mr. Bryant, Mr. Kendall, Mr. Adams, Ms. 
Buchanan, Mr. Slaughter and Mr. Vaughn.   

 
There being no action taken, Mr. Vaughn recessed at 4:30 p.m. until the 6:00 

p.m. evening meeting.  
 



Mr. Vaughn called the meeting back to order at 6:00 p.m. and welcomed 
everyone present.   
 
MATTERS PRESENTED BY THE PUBLIC 
 
 Teresa Thomasson was present to ask the Board and VDOT to consider 
installing street lights along Greensboro Road from Morehead Avenue to Mountain View 
Cemetery. Ms. Thomasson’s daughter was killed in January when a speeding driver in 
the wrong lane struck her vehicle. Ms. Thomasson said while little could have been 
done to prevent her daughter’s death, the lights would be a fitting tribute to her memory 
and help illuminate a dangerous stretch of road. 
 David Mounce addressed the Board on concerns about Comcast’s billing 
practices and requested that the Board look into the matter. Mr. Hall explained that 
although the County is a Comcast franchise holder, it has little influence over the 
corporation. Mr. Hall said staff will convey Mr. Mounts’ issues to our contacts at 
Comcast.   
  
GENERAL HIGHWAY MATTERS 
 

Ms. Lisa Hughes, Resident Engineer for the Virginia Department of 
Transportation, was present to update the Board on General Highway Matters. Ms. 
Hughes first addressed Ms. Thomasson’s comments concerning safety issues along 
Greensboro Road. Ms. Hughes said VDOT has recognized a number of safety issues 
along that particular stretch of U.S. 220 South and a safety project is planned for next 
year to widen and pave the shoulders and reconstruct the guard rail. Ms. Hughes said 
based on Ms. Thomasson’s concerns, VDOT engineers are also looking into a variety of 
short and long-term improvements in that stretch of road. 

Ms. Hughes reported that the safety project on the southbound lane of Oak Level 
Road is on schedule for completion the first part of October. In addition, Ms. Hughes 
said the Preston and Irisburg road projects are still scheduled to be advertised in 
December. Ms. Hughes said she plans to have a citizen information meeting on October 
23 on the Irisburg Road project to explain a detour that will be in place for a short time.  

 
PUBLIC HEARING – REZONING APPLICATION R-14-04 – KENNETH W. 
COVINGTON 
 

Mr. Lee Clark said the property is located off the west side of Greensboro Road, 
at approximately 5968 Greensboro Road in the Ridgeway District and is shown on Tax 
Map 62.4/30.  The applicant is requesting the rezoning of approximately 26-acres from 
Commercial District B-1 to Agricultural District A-1.  The rezoning will enable the 
applicant to place a single family dwelling on the property. Following a public hearing, 
both staff and the Planning Commission approved the rezoning request. 

Mr. Vaughn opened the public hearing at 6:18 p.m. There being no one present 
who wished to speak Mr. Vaughn closed the public hearing at 6:18 p.m. On a motion by 
Mr. Kendall and seconded by Ms. Buchanan, the Board unanimously approved the 
rezoning request as outlined. 
 
 



PUBLIC HEARING – REZONING APPLICATION R-14-03 – PAR 3 DEVELOPMENT 
GROUP, L.L.C. 
 

Mr. Clark said the property is located at 3874 Stones Dairy Road in the 
Blackberry District and is shown on Tax Map 25.9/310.  The applicant is requesting the 
rezoning of approximately 2.7-acres from Neighborhood Commercial District B-2 to 
Commercial District B-1.  The applicant intends to develop a 9,100 sq. ft. retail store. 

Mr. Clark said in May, the Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors 
recommended approval of the rezoning of this property to Neighborhood Commercial B-
2. Because the specific request was to build a retail store (9,100 sq.ft.) that exceeded 
the square footage allowed in Neighborhood Commercial (2,000 sq.ft.), a Special Use 
Permit was also required from the BZA.  Following a public hearing, the BZA voted to 
deny the Special Use Permit. 

Mr. Clark said this request to rezone to Commercial District B-1 will allow the 
construction of the 9,100 sq. ft. retail building as a by-right use. Following a public 
hearing, both staff and the Planning Commission recommend that the rezoning request 
be denied citing several concerns; the Commission felt the existing Neighborhood 
Commercial B-2 was the appropriate scale and intensity zone, concern regarding the 
precedent of introducing Commercial B-1 zoning on undeveloped land into a primarily 
residential area and the potential uses that would then be allowed.  Staff also 
recommends denial of the request. 

Mr. Vaughn opened the public hearing at 6:23 p.m. 
Attorney Ward Armstrong, representing PAR 3, said that due to concerns that 

had been expressed about the design of the building being too utilitarian, PAR 3 has 
offered additional architectural proffers so as to be a better fit for the community. Mr. 
Armstrong said a similar store design is already in place in Mt. Airy, N.C. and features a 
more rural aesthetic, including a gabled and pitched metal roof, faux windows with 
shutters, Hardi siding, and a monument-style sign as opposed to a pole sign (Copy 
included in Board’s file.) Both Armstrong and PAR 3 Representative Layne Fuller 
pointed out that Dollar General has a 15-year lease on the site with five five-year 
options on the lease, indicating that the company expects to be in business a long time. 

Several residents who spoke in favor of the rezoning included Cindy Donovant, 
Lois Ratliff (in a letter read by Lonnie Stone), Clifford Stone and David Stone. Lonnie 
Stone provided an un-verified petition with numerous signatures all in favor of the 
rezoning (Copy included in Board’s file.) 

Tressi Sanchez, Virginia Hoyt, Jeff Nunley, Troy Joyce and Patty Johnson spoke 
against the rezoning. Their concerns included traffic into the business interfering with 
school traffic at Sanville Elementary School, potential retail growth in the quiet 
community, undue competition with Adam’s Grocery, litter in the parking lot and people 
loitering in the parking lot after hours.  

There being no one else who wished to speak, Mr. Vaughn closed the public 
hearing at 7:07 p.m. 

Mr. Slaughter moved the Board approve the rezoning request, seconded by Mr. 
Kendall. Mr. Vaughn opened the floor for discussion from the Board. 

All Board members stressed their desire that the zoning decision, which has 
been a source of dissension in the Sanville community, would not divide neighbors. Mr. 
Adams and Mr. Vaughn commended everyone for being respectful of one another’s 
differences of opinion during the public hearing as well as in communications prior to 
the hearing. Mr. Adams said there is no way to predict the success or failure of the 



business, and concerns over what other businesses could occupy the site should Dollar 
General close its doors were beyond the scope of the Board; Mr. Slaughter agreed. Mr. 
Adams also noted several properties in the community that were similarly zoned B-1. 
Mr. Slaughter added that one of the concerns voiced was the sale of alcohol in proximity 
to the school; however, the store currently has no plans to sell alcohol. Mr. Slaughter 
said if the store chooses to sell alcohol in the future, the company would have to apply 
for a permit through the Virginia Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control.  

On a 5-1 vote, the rezoning was passed with the additional architectural proffers 
as presented. Mr. Adams cast the dissenting vote. 

 
There being no further business to discuss, Mr. Slaughter moved to adjourn at 

7:31 p.m., seconded by Ms. Buchanan and carried 6 to 0.  


