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Reassessment of County properties 
raises questions 

 
 

Henry County property owners recently received notice of their property 
reassessments. This notification always generates questions from the public as to the 
process and how it plays out. 

Establishing the value of homes and properties is required by the Commonwealth 
of Virginia. State law mandates re-evaluations in order to distribute the local tax 
burden appropriately among taxpayers. This requirement cannot be controlled or 
changed by any governing official in Henry County. 

Henry County reassesses property every four years. That means the assessment 
figure that property owners recently received is over a four-year period; therefore a 
property owner can divide the reassessment by four to see the annual change for that 
property. 

The most recent reassessments showed a County-wide average increase of 
roughly 17.9 percent over a four-year period, or an annual increase of about 4.5 
percent each year for the past four years. That means that the average property value 
increased 4.5 percent a year since the last reassessment. 

The process for each reassessment takes two years. That means that the most 
recent reassessments are based on sales and prices generated in 2005 and 2006. Each 
assessment is based on the fair market value of the property. 

The assessment does not necessarily mean that a property owner’s taxes will 
increase. Neither the assessors nor the Commissioner of the Revenue set the real 
estate tax rate – that task goes to the Henry County Board of Supervisors, which sets 
the tax rates annually when it adopts a County budget. 

Henry County’s current tax rate is 54 cents per $100 of assessed value. The 
Board of Supervisors has the authority to alter that tax rate up or down whenever it 
approves an annual budget. 

If the property owner believes that the assessment is in error or isn’t equal with 
the market value in 2005-06, the property owner may request a meeting with the 
Henry County Assessors Office to discuss this matter. This office works under the 
direction of the Commissioner of the Revenue. The Assessors Office is located on the 
first floor of the Henry County Administration Building. It can be reached by phone at 
634-4610. 
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Despite the best efforts of the assessors, some property owners may feel that 

they have been treated unfairly. There are several methods by which the property 
owner may appeal the values established for their property. 

The first method is to appear before the Board of Equalization by filing an appeal 
by February 1. The Board of Equalization is composed of three County landowners 
appointed by the Circuit Court who must participate in the basic assessing course 
given by the Virginia Department of Taxation. 

The Equalization Board has authority to hear complaints from property owners 
and to revise individual assessments either up or down to attain uniformity in 
assessment and equal distribution of the County tax burden. Decisions of the 
Equalization Board are subject to further appeal. Either party may petition the Circuit 
Court for review of the determination of the Equalization Board. 

Any general questions about the reassessment process, including how to 
schedule a hearing before the Board of Equalization, should be directed to the 
Assessors Office at 634-4610. 
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