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Martinsville, Henry County get OK 
for public transportation pilot program 

 
 

 The Commonwealth Transportation Board has approved funding for a public transportation pilot 
program in the Martinsville-Henry County area. 
 The CTB, at its meeting June 19, approved $114,000 in state funds for a Demonstration Project 
that will provide a one-year look at a public transportation system for Martinsville-Henry County. If the 
project is successful in its first year, then the localities can apply for funding in subsequent years. 

The transportation system will be run by RADAR of Roanoke, a non-profit organization that has 
organized and maintained public bus transportation programs for more than 25 years. 
 The demonstration project will consist of a one-bus, one-loop transportation system that will stop 
at designated locations throughout Martinsville and Henry County. These locations will be determined at 
a later date, but most likely will include high traffic retail and medical areas and local government 
offices such as the County Administration Building, the City Municipal Building, Social Services, and 
the Health Department. 
 Riders will be responsible for getting to one of the designated stops and will be charged a 
minimal fee to participate. Actual rates and hours of operation will be set in the near future, with a 
project start date of late 2008. 
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The one-year demonstration will cost $130,000. City Council and the Board of Supervisors will 

contribute a total of $6,000 to the first year’s operations, and $10,000 in projected revenue from riders 
will contribute to the overall budget. The CTB allocation will cover the rest of the first year operations.  

“We are very excited that the Commonwealth Transportation Board approved this project,” said 
County Administrator Benny Summerlin. “Transportation is a real issue for our citizens, particularly 
with rising fuel prices, and we are hopeful that this project can help ease that concern for everyone.” 

City Manager Clarence Monday praised the cooperation between the localities in moving this 
project forward. 

“This is just another example of everyone coming together to meet the needs of our citizens,” 
Monday said. “I have very high hopes for this project.” 
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